ADOPTED – FEBRUARY 9, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 11
Introduced by County Services and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE RANKING OF THE 2020 FARMLAND AND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION PROGRAMS APPLICATION CYCLE RANKING AND RECOMMENDATION 
TO PURCHASE PERMANENT CONSERVATION EASEMENT DEEDS ON THE 
TOP RANKED PROPERTIES

RESOLUTION #21 – 067

WHEREAS, by Resolution #04-210, Ingham County established an Agricultural Preservation Board (currently known as the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board (FOSP) Preservation Program), charged with reducing sprawl and encouraging wise land use by purchasing development rights from owners of undeveloped rural land who might otherwise be forced by economic circumstances to develop their land; and

WHEREAS, on August 5, 2008, the voters of Ingham County approved the levy of 0.14 mills and renewed that millage in 2018 for the purpose of funding the FOSP; and

WHEREAS, Resolution #10-100 directs the FOSP to identify agricultural and open space property for inclusion in the program, to rank the applications received according to established criteria approved by the Board of Commissioners, and to select properties for purchase of Conservation Easement Deeds which requires approval by the Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the FOSP has funding in place to purchase Conservation Easement Deeds on Agricultural and Open Space properties in Ingham County; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has scored and ranked all farmland open space applications received for the 2020 cycle and wishes to proceed with negotiations on the top ranked properties.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves the 2020 Farmland and Open Space Preservation (FOSP) Application Ranking as attached, and approves the FOSP Board to proceed with negotiations on the top ranked properties. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chair to sign any necessary documents that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  Grebner     Absent:  None     Approved  02/02/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Tennis, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  Grebner     Absent:  None     Approved  02/03/2021
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